
 
NJ WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION WORKSHEET  

WETLAND HABITAT  
Client__________________________________ Tract No.________________________________  

Date__________________________________  Field No.________________________________  

Evaluated by ____________________________ Acres __________________________________  
  

WETLAND HABITAT INDEX POINTS BENCHMARK PLANNED 

    
Hydrology    
100% Natural hydrology present (absence of ditches, drains, fill, restrictions to tidal flow, 
land grading) 

20   

80-99% wetland has natural/original  hydrology present    
60-79% wetland has natural/original hydrology present    
<60% wetland has natural/original hydrology present    
        
Diversity of Water Regimes       
 3 or more water regimes (e.g., permanent, semi-permanent, seasonal, saturated) 20      
 2 water regimes 10      
 1 water regime  5    
 No wetland hydrology 1 _____  _____  
        
Habitat diversity        
 Irregular bottom (hummocks <6”) and large woody debris (tree trunks, limbs,     
                 etc.) with 35%-65% vegetative cover  

20      

 Irregular bottom (hummocks <6”) or large woody debris (tree trunks, limbs,    
                 etc.) with >65% or <35% vegetative cover  

10      

 Generally smooth bottom  1  _____  _____  
        
Total acreage of wetland       
500+ acres 20     
251-500 acres 15     
101-250 acres 10      
51-100 acres   7   
21-50 acres 5   
11-20 acres 3   
6-10 acres 2   
5 acres or less 1 _____  _____  
        
Composition and management of vegetation        
Naturally-occurring wetland plants; occasional mowing to control woody     

               vegetation, or little to no management, no invasive species 
20      

Naturally-occurring wetland plants, few invasive species  15      

Annual planting of grain crops (e.g., corn, soybeans, sorghum, millets,   
       etc.); crop is not harvested, or pasture or one haying  

10      

Annual planting of grain crops; entire crop harvested (active cropland)  5      
 Predominantly unvegetated, or non-wetland plants with minimal seed   
       Production, or invasive species dominate 

  
1  

  
_____  

  
_____  

        
Location Relative to Other Wetlands that are at least 10 acres in size       
 Contiguous (<660 feet) with Wetland  20      
 660 feet –½mile from Wetland  15      
  ½ -1 mile from Wetland  10      
 >1 mile from Wetland  1  _____  _____  
        
    
    



    
    
        
(A) Total Wetland Habitat Points (120 maximum)    _____  _____  
        
(B) Total increase in points (Planned minus Benchmark)    _____  

 


