


The Wetlands Reserve Program

(WRP) is a voluntary program that
Providcs technical and financial

assistance to cligible landowners to
restore, enhance and Protcct wetlands
on their Propcrtg.

©



Tl‘ue program Provic]es an OPPortunitg for
landowners to receive financial incentives to
enhance wetlands in exchangc for

retiring marginal land from agriculture.
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Landowner Options

» Restoration cost-share
agreements

. §O~3car casements

. Fcrmancnt easement



514.14 — Land Eligibility — Other Eligible Lands

— Unique or critical wetland complexes (vernal pools, potholes, playas,

bogs, etc...)
— Wetland dependent species require additional upland buffer
* STC must seek FWS input for situations 1 and 2 above
— Risk of on-going degradation from nearby agricultural operations

— Strict application would create unmanageable boundaries or create

unmanageable remnant parcels for the landowner



Role of State Technical Committee

— Geographic Area Rate Caps

— Evaluating eligibility of unique wetland complexes



514.32 — Determining Easement and 30-year Contract Compensation

D. Geographic Area Rate Caps (GARC)

* States must document the following in writing

Process used to determine area for each GARC

Process used to determine dollar value or percent value of each

GARC

Geographic area, development potential, land use, productivity or
other categories considered

Source of the data

Date proposed GARCs were reviewed by STC
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* Not a hard ceiling, just requires additional documentation



$6,000/acre: Annually tilled dry cropland, pasture land or permanent hayland
$9,000/acre: Specialty cropland or irrigated cropland

$2,000/acre: Woodland: $2,000 per acre






Bog Turtle Initiative

NRCS in Pennsylvania will identify priority areas for WRP enrollment
specifically to benefit recovery of the bog turtle. Restoration and
maintenance of bog turtle habitat will be accomplished through
cutting, mowing, spraying, and potentially grazing. NRCS partner
agencies and NGOs are committed to working with WRP landowners
to maintain restored bog turtle habitat for the long term.



Pennsylvania

County Cropland | Pasture | Forest

S/ac JEL JEL

Monroe*
Lancaster
Bucks*
Chester

Delaware*®

Montgomery*




* Unique or critical wetland complexes description and
supporting documentation

* For GARGs an evaluation and
justification of the ecological importance of enrolling these
high-cost lands

* Wetland dependent species require additional upland buffer
(exceed 1:1 ratio)



